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RACE REPORT

Over 280 runners signed up for the 50km (31miles) ‘9bar London ULTRA’ - the third round of the ’9bar UK ULTRArace Championship’. In perfect running conditions (9°C), the field set off from Streatham Common on the Capital Ring trail that circumnavigates the Capital using a network of footpaths, parks and canals.
Race favourite, Martin Rea from Northern Ireland, and Craig Stewart quickly set the pace and led the elite runners from start to finish smashing the course record by 5 minutes.  At Wembley it was great to see them finish side by side sharing the finishing glory of the nation’s largest ULTRA-marathon. Third place went to Johannes Erixon from Sweden who had been up with the leaders until the last of the four checkpoints at 40km. The men’s top 3 were:
Craig Stewart

03:42:01
Martin Rea

03:42:01
Johannes Erixon
03:52:01

Our Ladies’ race went to Claire Walton who finished comfortably and looks to be a name to watch in future running events in the UK. Second place went to our great friend Penny Matkin who had a great run surpassing her own expectations to finish in front of the current Championship Ladies’ leader, Claire Shelley. The ladies’ top 3 were:

Claire Walton

4:34:51
Penny Matkin

4:46:54
Claire Shelley

4:51:33

The rest of the finishers enjoyed the mud and their own glory of navigating their way around London, many running an ULTRA-marathon for the first time. 
The race was preceded by an Expo at The Quality Hotel in Wembley where the runners were able to meet running Experts, Professionals and Inspirational Speakers to encourage them to go that extra mile.

Focus now turns to rounds 4 and 5 of the Championship in Grantham next month to see if Men’s leader, Steve Smith, can maintain pole position in the table. The double 29.3 miler will provide a good fast race to challenge the runners on 5th and 6th March. Race entries are online at www.ultrarace.co.uk and we look forward to seeing you there.
