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RACE REPORT

It was a double-take for runners at the ULTRArace Grantham 29.3 mile Ultra-Marathon. Athletes from all over the UK came to take part in the second running this year of the East Midlands endurance classic. Most ran both the Saturday and Sunday races clocking up a 58.6 mile total for the weekend.

The race started at Cotgrave Leisure Centre on Saturday and followed the disused Grantham Canal Towpath all the way to the Ramada Grantham Hotel – runners followed the route in reverse the next day.

Dave Walsh won a closely fought Mens race with Peter Cusick – it was neck-and-neck until over halfway through the second day. Veteran athlete Mark Perry came a worthy third and ran a particularly fast second day. Oli Jeffcote won day one in a superbly fast 3:31:45. He vowed not only to come back and win the double in March but also has his sights set on setting new course records on both days.

The Ladies race was a simpler affair with Heather Mackay running very strong races on both days. ULTRArace regular Anna Finn was Runner Up with 53yr old Aly Wren running well both days to gain a well-earned third place. Heather Weavill won day two but like Oli only ran the one day in a great time of 4:14:53.

ULTRArace Grantham returns next March as part of the ‘9bar UK ULTRArace Championship’ - a running league comprising nine Ultras designed to find the UK’s toughest and most enduring ULTRA-marathon runner. Entries are online at www.ultrarace.co.uk and it’s certainly one to watch out for on the ULTRArace Calendar.

